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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

2. The remainder of the previous rejections are withdrawn based on the applicant's 
amendments to the claims. The following rejection is however maintained: 

3. Claims 9-12 remain rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Lai 
(US6721628). 

4. The applicant's main argument suggests that the prior art fails to teach or 
suggest the initial calculation of the amount of oxidizing agent to be added to the mixing 
tank. The applicant argues that this calculation is done prior to adding the oxidizing 
agent and thus differs from the prior art. 

5. However we can see from the Lai abstract that such statements are far from true. 
In fact Lai states in the abstract that the calculation is performed based on the 
concentration of the tank and the level of the fluid in the tank. The following Lai abstract 
makes this clear: 

"Polishing slurry is transported via piping to flow into 
the closed loop control system. First, the polishing slurry 
flows into the ultrasonic concentration detector. Original 
data of. the polishing slurry that is determined by means of 
ultrasonic concentration detector is a fluid velocity at 
that time. This determined value can be converted into 
weight percent concentration at that time by memory data 
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table. The converted data of weight percent concentration 
will be transmitted into program logic controller (PLC) , 
and the data of liquid level volume in the distribution 
tank will be transmitted into program logic controller at 
present. The program logic controller will then analyze 
whether the quantity of oxidant is sufficient. If the 
quantity of oxidant does not reach the required criterion, 
the program logic controller will control the analog valve 
to transmit a supplementary quantity of oxidant into the 
distribution tank via the analog valve and piping." 
(emphasis added) 

It is not clear to the examiner how the input of two variables (height and weight percent) 
to arrive at a third variable, the quantity of oxidant to add, does not constitute a 
calculation prior to the addition. The use of height and weight allows for the calculation 
of net oxidant in the mixing tank and would further allow one to calculate the necessary 
oxidant to add to make up the difference. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Gregory E. Webb whose telephone number is 571-272- 
1325. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00-17:30 (m-f). 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Douglass McGinty can be reached on (571)272-1029. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

■ 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Gregory E. Webb 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 1751 
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